


As the name of her enterprise suggests, Janet is English. She came to live in 

France from England in 2008.   And since then, she has been offering us some 
models inspired both by England and France. 
 
Aiguille Anglaise is the name of a new enterprise which was started by Janet and 

her husband Mark in 2010.  They have their own website, and have started 
attending exhibitions and salons throughout France and England.   
 

I met Janet and her husband at their very first French exhibition at Creativa 
Montpellier in March 2011.  Janet makes her own cross stitch designs under the 

brand name ‘Moulin Designs’.  On her French stand she also sells English and 
American items for cross stitch, some charts for blackwork and hardanger which 

are not very widely available in France on her stand and on her English stand she 
would like to sell French items which are not easily available in England!  

 
Janet first discovered cross stitch in 1978 whilst studying a Dress and Design 

course at university to enable her to become a needlework teacher.  She stitched 
a small bag with a Danish flower design on and decided then that she would 

definitely do more cross stitch in the future.  With the arrival of her 3 daughters 
she had more opportunities to sew and embroider. 

 
From 1991 Janet had the opportunity to organise cross-stitch parties for an 

English company ‘Simply Cross Stitch’ which sadly no longer exists.  These parties 

permitted her to meet many accomplished stitchers but also novices whom she 
was able to help get started with cross stitch.  She remembers spending many 

pleasant evenings showing the kits to the ladies and demonstrating how to do 
cross stitch whilst also earning a small income for herself.   

 
During this time, Janet and her friend Alison (also a teacher) started a small 

enterprise together.  They held cross stitch workshops; each workshop would 
have a theme, for example, Spring, Autumn or Christmas.   
 





Each person would choose a design to stitch. In the morning Janet and Alison 

would show the ladies how to get started with their cross stitch design and 
answer any questions they might ask.  The afternoon is devoted to showing 
several ways in which to finish the designs, for example, as a card, in a flexihoop 
or as a pincushion.  

 
Janet would sometimes take a cross stitch design she had purchased and change 
or personalise it for a special occasion, for example, to make a personalised 

wedding or birth sampler for family or friends. 
 

It was in 1993 that she took her first real steps with designing for cross stitch.  
She had purchased some aperture cards with fan, heart and teddy shaped 

openings but was unable to find any cross stitch designs to fit the cards. So she 
decided to design some herself!  The English magazine ‘Cross Stitcher’ even 

featured these designs in August 1994. 
 

But then she started working full time again and did not have enough time, until 
she moved to France three years ago. 

 
Janet enjoys creating small designs which fit within a particular shape, fridge 

magnets or shaped aperture cards.  She likes the challenge of making the design 
fit within the constraints of the particular shape or size.  She is fond of celtic and 

blackwork designs, as well as those which represent the south west of France 

where she lives, for example, pigeonnier designs.   
 

Janet first discovered biscornus at the club ‘Broderie et Cie’ at the AVF (Acceuil 
Villes de France) in Revel which she joined when she first arrived in France. The 

encouragement and support of the members of the club have been of great help 
as she gradually progresses with learning the French language and also with 

understanding embroidery terms and names in French.  She also joined another 
embroidery group ‘Tchatche et Petit Points’ in Pexiora. 

 
Since, Janet has made several designs for biscornus, including 2 fifteen sided 

biscornus – one in cross stitch and one in coloured blackwork. 
  

Janet’s creations are generally colourful, often geometric and with a certain 
English influence.  She takes inspiration from things all around her – a sign 

hanging above a shop, a pattern on fabric, or by adapting traditional motifs to 

give them a modern feel.  She also enjoys experimenting with the use of colour – 
coloured fabrics, variegated threads.  She is particularly pleased with the effects 
achieved with her Celtic Knot designs using grey or lavender aida and Atalie or 
Dinky Dyes threads. 

 
Occasionally she will work on linen or evenweave but mostly she works on Aida 
and for this reason she detests the use of quarter and three quarter cross 
stitches, common in many English designs.   

 
Janet also takes inspiration from a well known English designer ‘Mary Hickmott’ 
publishes a very popular monthly magazine ‘New Stitches’.  In this she presents 
her cross stitch designs 





and also other embroidery techniques.  She often  produces the same design in 
cross stitch, then assisi work and also blackwork.   
 
For the readers of the Marquoir, Janet has created a coloured blackwork motif 
using either Dinky Dyes variegated threads or stranded cotton on evenweave.  
 
You will be able to meet Janet and her husband Mark at salons or exhibitions 
throughout France, (Rouen, Lille, Lyon, Toulouse, Clermont Ferrand…….), and at 
the salon in Compiègne in November.  She looks forward to seeing the readers of 
the Marquoir at some of these shows – please don’t be shy and don’t hesitate in 
saying ‘Hello’ to Janet as she speaks French very well! 
 
I infinitely thank this delightful person who insisted on writing these words in 
French, no less ! 




